
Chief Justiceôs Annual Message 

Din® Justice 
The Official Newsletter of the Judicial Branch of the Navajo 

Nation 

JUDICIAL BRANCH OF THE NAVAJO NATION 

About us 2 

2012 Justice Days 3 

Report offers recom-

mendations to reform 

juvenile justice 

4 

Statistics 5 

Judicial Branch direc-

tory 
12 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

I am pleased to deliver the Annual Message of the Ju-

dicial Branch of the Navajo Nation to the Navajo People.  

There have been a number of issues, chief among them 

tribal funding from the federal government through P.L. 

93-638 contracts and grants, which combined make up to 

three-quarters of the Navajo Nation governmental and 

program funding. We are told that mandatory reductions 

in funding are imminent. Additionally, the manner by 

which grant funding requests from the judiciary and jus-

tice programs substantially changed and now require a 

ñsingle tribeò approach rather than ad hoc program by 

program requests. Both these developments require coor-

dinated planning by a responsible government.  Finally, 

expiring Judicial Branch grants in 2011 have resulted in 

the loss of case management staff for our youth in deten-

tion, which we have asked the Navajo Nation Council to 
address as a budget priority. 

Building space and safety issues for our courts and 

programs remain outstanding issues. To date, there re-

mains no building to house our Supreme Court and Judi-

cial Administrative staff, while the Chinle Judicial Dis-

trict needs a new roof and the Window Rock Judicial 

District staff needs to be relocated for reasons of health 

and safety.  

There have also been a number of accomplishments in 

2011, including the implementation of a new integrated 

case management system in our courts, probation ser-

vices, peacemaking, and prosecutor offices in the 

Shiprock Judicial District. There has also been the suc-

cessful beginning or continuation of several branch grant

-funded projects oriented toward serving our rural com-

munities through wellness and community courts in re-

mote areas, and serving our youth by bringing traditional 

values and teachings through certified peacemakers in 

afterschool programs in our Nationôs schools.  

Budget Priorities and Unmet Needs 
The branch ran out of its Fiscal Year 2011 general 

funds operating budget in May 2011 and had to operate 

for the remainder of the fiscal year using what was left 
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The Navajo Nation Judicial Branch is 

seeking supplemental funding in the 

amount of $598,116.82 to resume opera-

tions of the N§bin§haazl§ago Initiative 

case management services for juveniles. 

The funds would allow for the program 

to continue to the end of Fiscal Year 2012 

and employ 15 personnel to provide case 

management services for youth in deten-

tion. 

The program allows for case manage-

ment officers to speak with youth when 

they are detained and to help them to seek 

services that address the issues of why they 

end up in detention. 

The proposal for supplemental funding 

would establish offices in Tuba City, 

Crownpoint and Window Rock. These 

sites were chosen based on data that was 

collected during the two-year implementa-

tion phase of the N§bin§haazl§ago Initia-

tive. 

The program is seeking the supplemental 

funds from the undesignated, unreserved 

fund balance. According to the Office of 

the Controller, the balance as of Sept. 30, 

2011, was $41.9 million. Legislation No. 

Judicial Branch requesting funding to    

continue services for detained youth  

The following was released by the Judicial Branch. Some sections were omitted due to space limitations. To read the annual 

message in its entirety, please visit www.navajocourts.org. 

Contôd. on p. 4 



Judicial Branch Vision 

 

It is our vision that the present judicial   

system, consisting of an adversarial-style 

tribal court system modeled on Anglo 

courts, a peacemaking system modeled on 

Din® original dispute resolution methods, 

and Probation and Parole Services, will full 

embody the values and processes of the 

Navajo People, including family and clan-

centered Navajo values. Our justice system 

as a whole will truly reflect the heart and 

soul of the Din®. It will be one that the   

People recognize as their own and fully 

participate in the spirit of n§bin§h§azlaago. 

 

Judicial Branch Mission  

 

The Judicial Branch will provide stability in 

the Navajo Nation government by providing 

court, peacemaking, and probation and   

parole services, to adjudicate cases, resolve 

disputes, rehabilitate individuals and     

families, restore  harmony, educate the  

public, agencies, services and other       

governments in Din® bi beenahazô§anii and 

protect persons and property pursuant to 

Navajo Nation laws, customs, traditions and 

applicable federal laws. Pursuant to Din® bi 

beenahazô§anii, the Judicial Branch will 

carefully develop a justice system that fully 

embodies the traditional values and        

processes of the Navajo people. 

 

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1 PAGE 2 

About us 

This newsletter or its content may not be reproduced, 

copied or modified without the expressed consent of 

the Judicial Branch of the Navajo Nation.  

Send submissions and ideas for our newsletter to  

karenfrancis@navajo-nsn.gov. 

The sovereign Navajo Nation has the authority to enact laws, 

apply its laws, and enforce its laws. The Navajo Nation Council 

enacts the laws; the Executive Branch executes those laws; and 

the Navajo Nation courts interpret and apply those laws. 

The Navajo Nation courts make up the Judicial Branch of the 

Navajo Nation. The Judicial Branch is one of the three branches 

of the Navajo Nation government. The other two branches are 

the Legislative Branch, made up of the Navajo Nation Council, 

and the Executive Branch, headed by the President of the Nava-

jo Nation. The Judicial Branch is equal to the other two branch-

es. 

The Navajo Nation operates a two-level court system: the trial 

courts and the Navajo Nation Supreme Court. Cases begin in the 

trial courts. Appeals of trial court decisions and quasi-judicial 

administrative bodies' decisions go to the Navajo Nation Su-

preme Court, which sits in Window Rock. Individuals have their 

rights protected and claims settled fairly in the Navajo Nation 

courts. The Navajo Nation courts handle over 75,000 cases per 

year. 

The Navajo Nation courts presently consist of ten judicial dis-

tricts based on the use of Chapter boundaries. There is a district 

and family Court in each judicial district. The judicial districts 

further support community-based peacemaking services. In 

1988, judicial districts in the Navajo Nation had numbered sev-

en -- Chinle, Crownpoint, Kayenta, Ramah, Shiprock, Tuba 

City, and Window Rock. The satellite courts of Alamo and 

To'hajiilee, that had earlier been included in the Ramah Judicial 

District, became the distinct Alamo/T·'hajiilee Judicial District 

effective April 4, 2006. The Dilkon Judicial District was also 

added at that time. The tenth judicial district, Aneth, was created 

by the Judiciary Committee on August 10, 2007, serving the 

northern portion of the Navajo Nation.  

The Navajo Nation judiciary has three appellate judges who sit 

on the Supreme Court. One appellate judge is the Chief Justice 

and two are Associate Justices. Seventeen trial judges preside in 

the district and family courts. In the judicial districts, the judges 

administer the courts through the court administrator. The Chief 

Justice supervises the judges and judicial hearing officers and 

heads the Judicial Branch. The Chief Justice directs the prepara-

tion of the budget, sets and implements policies, and oversees 

Judicial Branch operations. 

The Judicial Branch Personnel Rules and an Employee Code of 

Conduct apply to Judicial Branch employees who are not judg-

es. Judges work within the bounds of Title 7 of the Navajo Na-

tion Code, the Navajo Nation Code of Judicial Conduct, Judges' 

Personnel Rules, various court rules, and the Chief Justice's 

supervision. 

Judicial Branch of the Navajo Nation 
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The Judicial Branch of the Navajo Nation is pleased to 

announce the Navajo Nation Justice Days for 2012. This is 

the 53rd anniversary of the Navajo court system. The Nav-

ajo Nation took control of its judicial system on April 1, 

1959. 

Justice Days at the judicial districts of the Navajo Nation 

celebrate the creation of the Navajo Nation court system. 

They give the public an opportunity to visit the courts to 

learn about how our justice system works. Judicial districts 

will be observing Justice Day with various activities that 

are open to the public.  

Window Rock and Dilkon Judicial Districts each held 

their Justice Days on April 2, 2012. Window Rock Judicial 

District invited service providers to set up informational 

booths, conducted tours and held a 5K fun run. 

The courts of the judicial districts will be holding Justice 

Day on the following dates and at the following locations: 

DATE LOCATION INFO 

   

April 5 Kayenta Judicial District (928) 697-5549 

  Ramah Judicial District (505) 775-3218 

   

April 13 Aneth Judicial District (435) 651-3545 

  Tuba City Judicial District (928) 283-3149 

   

April 27 Chinle Judicial District (928) 674-2070 

   

May 1 Crownpoint Judicial District (505) 786-2072 

   

May 4 Shiprock Judicial District (505) 368-1270 

 

   

May 18 ToôHajiilee Court (505) 908-2817 

   

May 25 Alamo Court (505) 908-2817 

2012 Justice Days 
Judicial districts holding 2012 Justice Days  

April 2, 2012ðPeacemaker Liaison Elaine Hen-

derson, Probation Officer Rosella Chee, and Pro-

bation Officer Marcellus Morgan pose with their 

display at the Window Rock Judicial District's 

Justice Day. 

April 2, 2012ðWindow Rock Judicial District staff 

provide refreshments to the public. 

 

See fliers from the judicial districts on p. 6 



0046-12 passed the Law and Order 

Committee on Feb.  13 with a vote of 

2 in favor and 0 opposed. It passed 

the Budget and Finance Committee 

with a vote of 4 in favor and 0 op-

posed on Feb. 14. The Naaôbiôkiôyati 

Committee considered the legislation 

on Feb. 16 and recommended pas-

sage with a vote of 14 in favor and 2 

opposed. 

The supplemental funding is neces-

sary because N§bin§haazl§ago Initia-

tive Case Management Offices in 

Tohatchi and Tuba City closed as of 

Dec. 30, 2011. Case management 

services are no longer being offered 

by N§bin§haazl§ago Initiative for 

youth in detention sites as of Dec. 16, 

2011. The Judicial Branchôs Proba-

tion and Parole Services have been 

assigned pending case management 

cases.  

The N§bin§haazl§ago Initiative was 

funded through a $1,362,906 grant 

from the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act Assistance to Ru-

ral Law Enforcement to Combat 

Crime and Drugs Program. The grant 

was obtained by the Judicial Branch 

in 2009 and case management ser-

vices began in January 2010.  

The case management officers at 

offices at the Tohatchi Youth Correc-

tion Center and at the Western Nava-

jo Juvenile Detention Center in Tuba 

City provided case management ser-

vices, conducted intake assessments 

and provided case plans, case staff-

ings and referrals for detained youth 

upon consent. From January 2010 to 

the end of December 2011, the pro-

gram served 886 youth. While in op-

eration, case management officers 

were able to help youth with referrals 

that included placement into treat-

ment centers, getting them back into 

school and placement into temporary 

employment.  

Among the data collected on de-

tained youth, the following were 

found:  

¶ Nearly 59 percent of those 

served were ages 16-17. (January 

2010 to December 2011)  

¶ About 31 percent were from Tu-
ba City Judicial District, 20 per-

cent were from Window Rock 

Judicial District, 18 percent were 

from Crownpoint Judicial Dis-

trict and 11 percent were from 

Chinle Judicial District. (January 

2010 to December 2011)  

¶ 61 percent were being raised by 
single parents. (January 2010 to 

December 2011)  

¶ 17 percent were detained for 
public intoxication, 16 percent 

for disorderly conduct, 11 per-

cent for criminal nuisance and 10 

percent for curfew violations. 

(January 2010 to December 

2011)  

¶ About 35 percent were referred 
to Department of Behavioral 

Health Services and 32 percent 

were referred to Indian Health 

Services. (January 2010 to June 

2011)  

¶ 53 percent of youth served expe-
rienced physical altercations with 
peers; 30 percent experienced 

bullying and 17 percent partici-

pated in gang activities. (January 

2010 to June 2011) ƴ 
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News 

In a 2011 report, the Annie E. Casey Foundation re-

ported that the rate of Americaôs youth in custody was 

336 out of every 100,000 in 2002. Many were placed in 

correction facilities. 

The ñNo Place for Kidsò report (2011) by the founda-

tion found that programs which offer counseling and 

treatment can help to reduce recidivism. ñPrograms em-

ploying therapeutic counseling, skill-building and case 

management approaches all produced an average im-

provement in recidivism results of at least 12 percent,ò 

the report states. The N§bin§haazl§ago Initiative provid-

ed case management services for juveniles on the Navajo 

Nation while it was in operation from 2009-2011. The 

report further states that a better alternative is to make 

better use of juvenile court diversion by expanding diver-

sions.  

The report also recommends that strong data collection 

be used in reform efforts, in particular by measuring re-

cidivism rates. According to the report, 12 states donôt 

track recidivism in any way. The N§bin§haazl§ago Initia-

tive began efforts to collect data on youth in detention, 

including recidivism rates, while in operation. 

The ñNo Place for Kidsò report may be accessed 

through from the Annie E. Casey Foundation at 

www.aecf.org.  ƴ 

Report offers recommendations to reform juvenile justice 

Judicial Branch seeking funding (contôd from p. 1) 
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Statistics 
The graphs and charts on this page reveal 

some of the information that has been collected 

through information sharing from other agen-

cies and data collection  from the 

N§bin§haazl§ago Initiative case management 

services.  

This type of information is necessary for the 

Navajo Nation to design programs and services 

for detained youth that will help them to ad-

dress the core issues of why they end up in 

detention.  

Other charts and graphs were shared in pre-

vious newsletters. The newsletters may be ac-

cessed from the Navajo Nation Judicial Branch 

website. 
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2012 Justice Days 


